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attack of apoplexy, attended by hemiplegia. Dr. Carpenter, under
whose treatment the case came, states that the coma gradually abated,
the paralysis diminished, and the animal functions resumed their ac-

tivity under control of the reflex powers ; and the continuity of exist-
ence was maintained, deprived of all modification by cerebral influence.
The flexor muscles of the superior extremities retained a contraction be-
yond that of the rigor mortis, and the thumbs were drawn upon the
palms as in the paroxysm of epilepsia. Death resulted from exhaustion
apparently without direct consequence upon-organic change or injury.

The phenomena of encephalic disease and cranial pathological anato-

my but poorly explain the context. It is no matter of surprise that
partial deviation from ordinary appearances should fail to elucidate the
various pathological conditions dependent thereon, when tbe physiology
of the brain is so imperfectly understood, and the relation between its
structure and function so incomprehensible. The different capacity for
originating and conducting power existing between the cortical and me-

dullary portions of
" The soul's frail dwelling place/'

is by no means obvious to any of the senses. Nature has no analogies
to assist the understanding. It is easy to see how a tube may convey its
contents ; a muscle, by approximating its points of attachment, produce
a mechanical result, or a fibre of matter transmit by conduction its ap-
propriate imponderable fluid. But there is no conceivable relation be-
tween brain mass, and sensation or intelligence. It is still more difficult
to understand the dissimilarities giving the distinctive characteristic to
each tract of the central organ wherein the fibre loses itself, which has
come upon its devious way from the peripheral loop where it exerts its
specific influence. How the condition to which the ramified nerve is
subjected, should be taken cognizance of, is beyond our present means
of inquiry.

 

The classification of afferent and efferent fibres and the ex-

position of direct and reflex influence has dispelled a portion of the ob-
scurity hanging over this field of study ; and perchance the student of
another century may possess the labors of some inquirer who has sur-

passed the discoveries of Hall, the Newton of anatomy, and be able to

clearly understand what at present is unattainable. E. S.
Attlcborough, January, 1854.

MEMOIR OF DR. JOSEPH NICHOLS.

[Communicated for the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal.]

Dr. Nichols died of pulmonary consumption, on the 18th of May,
1853, at his residence in Springfield*, N. H. He was born in the same

town the 24th of Dec. 1796. Like many of New Hampshire's ablest
practitioners, he has left no record of the struggle or of the numerous

obstacles he had to encounter in his progress up the " hill of science ;"
and, what is a greater loss to those who are striving to attain the same

eminence of professional skill and usefulness, has left no written sum-
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mary, either as a guide or synopsis of his vast amount of experience.
The following sketch is drawn from personal observation, and items
gathered from him while a student in his office, and in my professional
intercourse with him since my pupilage.

His elementary and professional education was limited to his own ef-
forts ; yet by the most rigid economy and persevering industry, he ob-
tained what was then considered a " good English education." He
commenced the study of medicine in the office of Dr. Graves, of Deer-
field, N. H., completing his course at Dartmouth Medical College under
the tutorship of Prof. Mussey. In 1820 Dr. Nichols began the practice
of medicine in Springfield, among his friends and neighbors, and there
continued to practise so long as he was able to ride. A mind of pecu-
liar mould, of superior native strength, intuitively discriminating, and
of a commanding turn, at once fitted him for that position in society
which be afterwards so eminently maintained, both as a physician and
townsman. Industry was a leading trait in his character. He took an

active part in everything pertaining to the general welfare of the town
and the prosperity of his fellow citizens. Possessed of strong and vigorous
intellectual powers, always active, and always acting upon a fixed purpose,
he accomplished a large amount of intellectual and physical labor. The
superintending of his fanning interests ; attending to calls at the office ;
visiting the sick in and out of town ; doing business as town officer and
justice of the peace, constituted bis daily routine of mental and physicaliabor for over thirty years. His great variety of business talent enabled
him to accomplish what, to minds of one " ideaism," seemed impractica-
ble if not impossible. Being a justice of the peace nearly as long as

lie was a practitioner of medicine, there being no " limb of the law "

in town, he was constantly being called upon to make out legal papers,
and frequently to act as judge and advocate. The writer has known
him employed as legal counsel, and though opposed by the able law-
yers of Sullivan, Grafton and Merrimack counties, to act with success
and win laurels of credit for his legal acumen, the acuteness of his per-
ceptive faculties, and his general intelligence. As a justice of the
peace, member of the State Legislature and town officer, he was inde-
fatigable in his efforts for, the administration of justice and for the in-
terests and welfare of those whose servant he was. In a word, the
great " motive power " that raised him from obscurity and poverty, to
a noted respectability and usefulness, was his untiring energy and indus-
try, directed by a shrewd sagacity that marked all his movements.

But around his medical career hovers the brightest halo, the efful-
gence of which, like the western sky at sunset, is now rendered more

glorious by the reflection that lingers behind. In this sphere his useful-
ness was more generally known and had the most lively appreciation.
In him the sick recognized a superior mind, keenly alive to their wants.
Kind and sympathizing in his manner, bland and persuasive generally,
yet sometimes stern and even blunt in expression, controlling the sympa-
thies, anxieties and hopes of his patients, the confidence of the community
was secured to him, and his success rendered signally triumphant. At
the sick-bed he was calm and peculiarly self-possessed, discriminating in his
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diagnosis, vigilant in watching the development and progress of disease ;
and by that " intuitive tact " known only to those who possess it, he
often foresaw and avoided those unfavorable symptoms which too fre-
quently go on to a fatal crisis. He studied his cases with great care, both
by observation and reflection ; and in peculiar and anomalous freaks of
nature's morbid operations his well-selected and extensive medical library
was searched for its information and counsel in the mysteries of the
" healing art." Though Dr. Nichols's earlier professional education
might be considered limited, yet his, persevering industry, coupled with
the constant habit of comparing his cases with those on record, aided by
a strong and retentive memory, made him, what he really was, a well-
read physician. As a consulting physician he was punctual, courteous
and honorable.

Of a scientific turn of mind, he gave no countenance to quackery,
either in or out of the profession, but was not an admirer ofthat squea-
mish nicety, which is said to be more " nice than wise," and which aids
quackery more than science. Among his professional brethren he was

popular, and respected both for his gentlemanly bearing and his profes-
sional attainments. Naturally facetious, and possessing a large share of
humorous and instructive anecdote, the good will of all classes was se-
cured to him. This, combined with superior ability and a good share of
practical acumen, made him at once a successful and popular man.

Dr. Nichols wrote much as a business man, but little as an author. His
leisure moments, and much of the time when " nature's sweet restorer "

should have been his only companion, were occupied with his non-

professional duties. His extensive field of practice, together with his
frequent consultation calls into neighboring towns and counties, gave him
hut little quiet and repose. Many a time has the writer taken the reins
from his powerless hands, driving gently for miles, that the sweet reposewhich " tired nature " sought from " balmy sleep " might not be in-
terrupted.

An asthmatic diathesis, constant labor and exposure in the severe
weather of our climate, early developed a disposition to pulmonary dis-
ease. For years his " lung difficulty," as he called it, harassed him
more or less ; and for the last three or four years, he was often confined
during the coldest weather. During this period his wasted frame and ap -

parent premature old age proved a lamentably true index to the sequel.
He died comparatively young, in the midst of his usefulness, and in the
vigor of his manhood, aged 56 years 4 months and 24 days.

Bristol, N. H., Feb. 14th, 1S54. M. C. Hoyt.

USE OF SECALE CORNUTUM IN H\l=AE\MORRHAGE.

BY A. I. CUMMINGS, M.D.

[Communicated for the Boston Med. and Sarg. Journal.]

For some length of time I have used the pulverized ergot somewhat
extensively, not only as a stimulant to the uterus in parturition, but as
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